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WORLD! 
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A brand new flavor 
a) has just dropped in 
4, from Bonkers! chewy 
ft Yy \ candy. Chewy Choco- 
= late Bonkers! Rich 
chocolate outside, dark fudge 
— inside. Delicious Bonkers! comes in 
strawberry, orange, grape, and watermelon too. 
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WELL, HERE WE AIKE. 
THE REGION OF THE 
SUST DEAD, 


AND BELIEVE ME, I \ 
AXOW FROM STIFFS, LUCKY 
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MRS, CABLE, FRANKLY, T 
DON'T KNOW HA77 TO 
IKE OF THIS. 


iam 


BUT SINCE You'vE 
APPARENTLY REFUSED 
CONSISTENTLY 10 By IT, T 
HAVE NO CHOICE OTHER THAN 
TO TAKE THIS SORDID AFFAIR 
Sl PRE VUE. 
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COME ON... UPAN' a 
PUBLIC-SPIRITED 


ai 


- 


ME GONE 
HER, I'VE MESSED THINGS | 
OP. SUE DOESNT KE ME, \ 


FROM A PLACE... OF SMOLDERING OP FOG... 
FROM THE REGION... OF THE JUST DEAD... 2 
SESCENO... 70 THE REIL... OF THE QUE... 
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WN UH, LOOK, I JusT 
WELL, LISSEN, \\Y WANTED TO ASK IF THERE'S 
A GOOD PLACE TO GET A 
RGM AROUND HERE... df 
SS 


1 START TO NOVE AWAY AND A R 
MAN SHOUTS SCHRETHING I DAWT oh 


UNDERSTAND THROUGH A BUELHORN, 
IT SOUNDS LIKE STPUEE YOUR Aon” 
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SURELY... I HAVE BEEN...IN THE. 
ATERVICKEL.. 


22... FOR LAS... AND 
WOT MONMTAS....? 
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¢DICK GIORDANO 


Ft all begins with 
SECRET ORMENS*6 
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Part Ill 


People Make the Difference. 
(For parts I and II see. any DC Comics 
released in the last few weeks) 


Following BATMAN #400 (a jam 
with lotsa good artists; edited by Len 
Wein), Denny O'Neil takes over as 
BATMAN editor, bringing to both 
BATMAN and DETECTIVE his 
background as the writer of the 
acknowledged classic Batman stories 
of the 70's that introduced the modern 
version of the hero. 

Denny has assembled new teams to 
work on both titles: from 
ADVENTURES OF THE OUTSIDERS, 
Mike W. Barr and Alan (Miraclemen) 
Davis take on the writing and drawing 
chores respectively on 
COMICS, while Frank Miller and. 
David Mazzucchelli take on Batman 
for a four-issue series that tells the 
story of Batman’s first year in action. 
Frank Miller's connection with the 
Batman began with THE DARK 
KNIGHT, which is Frank's most 
intense work to date. This four-part 
series tells the story of the return of a 
vanished Batman to a world thatreally 
needs him and really wants to destroy 
him. THE DARK KNIGHT takes place 
in a world that might come true, but 
one we\wouldn’'t want to live in. 


 & 


‘ Comparable to the production 


‘| values on DARK KNIGHT are those 


used for our graphic novel line, 
especially the Science Fiction graphic 
novels being edited by Science 
Fiction‘s first fandom member, Julie 
Schwartz. Major talents like Harlan 
ter Marshall Rogers, Alex Niffo, 

others are contributing to the line, 
which is of special interest to all comic 
readers as well.as SF fans. 

Tylie's other editorial assignments 
are particularly varied these days. 
He's wrapping up the SON OF 
AMBUSH BUG mini-series, in which 
Giffen and Fleming continue their 


OD -Blue Devil 27: Godfrey Goose is 
loose and Hollywood gets cartoonified! 


loony look at comics and super-heroes, 
and he's developing our new BLUE 
BEETLE ‘title with writer Len Wein and 
artist Paris Cullins before handing the 
editorial reins over to Karen Berger in 
the spring. The Beetle is the first of the 
Charlton characters to debut in his 
own book after being re-introduced in 
CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS, and 
BLYE BEETLE will be our first new. 
super-herotitlesince FIRESTORM. Not 
for long, though, as the success of two 
of our 1985 mini-series moves two 
traditional DC heroes back into the 
spotlight. First Hawkman restored to 
his own monthly title after 18 years. 
Fresh from the mini-series and follow- 
up special, Tony Isabella and Rich 
Howell are producing the ongoing title 
and their work's looking better than ~ 


ever. 
& . 


will also return ... butina 
second mini-series late in 1986, as the 
original creative team of newcomers 
Neal Pozner and Craig Hamilton is 
simply unable to deliver on a monthly 
basis. The first mini, in which the king 
of the seven seas sported his first new 
costume ever, caught some retailers by 
surprise as brisk sales emptied the 
shelves. Ed Hannigan will take on one 
assignment beyond our covers this fall 
and will welcome you to THE LITTLE 
SHOP OF HORRORS, just in'time for 
the Warner Bros. movie. 

‘This camp musical has had a cult 
following ever since the original Roger 
‘Corman film, and witha castincluding 
Bill Murray, Steve Martin, and John 
Candy, this will be its breakout intoa 
mass audience. Mike Fleisher will 
handle the screenplay adaptation, but 
an artist hasn't been chosen at press 


Sa 


Besides feeding pattnasingl plants, 
OC is also doing its bit to feed the 
hungry. Editor Bob Greenberger is 
working with Jim Starlin and Berni 
Wrightson on a special edition comic 
in support of Ethiopian Famine Relief, 
called HEROES AGAINST HUNGER. 
In buying this special you will notonly 


‘help the hungry, you'll also be treated 


O Who's Who 18: Phantom Zone, 
Phantom Stranger, Phantom Girl, 
Plastic Man, and many more! 

O Booster Gold 7: Booster learns 
valuable lessons from Superman! 

D Infinity, Inc. 29: Jade goes home, 
but trouble follows! 

O New Teen Titans 23: The secret of 
Raven, plus Starfire's fate! 

O Dark Knight 3: “Hunt the Dark 
Knight’ with Baiman vs. the Joker, plus 
Superman! 


to a. great story—courtesy of the 
contribution made by most DC artists - 
and writers, including yours truly. 
Bob is also putting together a Lois 
Lane mini-series that touches ona very 
at-home problem—the problem of 
missing kids in America. Working with 
single parent Mindy Newell, writer, 
and artist Gray Morrow, the team 
creates a compelling two-issue series 
which illuminates and dramatizes this 
emotional issue. The bottom line is that 
for 1986 we have gathered the most 
talented, most committed group of 
editors, artists, writers, and support 
people that the industry has ever seen. 


In the past; we've brought you 
exciting comics and innovated 
formats—from the first offset series to 
ithe first mini-series to the 
hardcover/softcover plan—and 
proved that we can change the 
universe in a single maxi-series. 

ing in our past comes close to 
what'll happen in 1986. We've given 
jour creative people and editors the 
best characters in comics and the 
chance to create new ones equally 
powerful—and since our editors and 
our creative people (and our support 
People) are the best in the business, 
and since they've made a commitment 
to their creations and invested all the 
emotional and creative energy they 
have in the characters they lovingly 
create or re-create, they have made.a 
commitment to you ... a commitment 
that, in 1986, will make dreams come 
true. Your dreams and ours, as we take 
the best talent in the industry, unleash 
them on characters they've wanted to 
work on their whole lives, and prove 
that people make the difference every 
step of the way by putting out the best 
line of comics anyone hag ever seen! 

Dare I conclude a tribute to the 
people who make the difference 
‘without mentioning Bob Craig of 
World Color Press; Ed Whitbread and 
Abe Biella from Chemical Engraving; 
Bob Spivak from Ronalds in Canada; 
OC artist Murphy Anderson, whose 
icompany Visual Concepts, Inc. sets 
ithe type for this column and our letter 
pages, as well as doing some color 
seps? No, I dare not. 

Thank You and Good Afternoon. 


Dick 


O Sgt. Rock 411:"TheMan Behind the 
Rock” reveals all! 

O Swamp Thing 51: Swamp Thing _ 
returns home to learn of Abby's 
troubles! 

D Adventures of the Outsiders 36: The 
Outsiders decide to relocate to Los 
Angeles! 

O Green Lantern Corps 203: Villains 
galore in all-out action! 

0 Warlord 108: Morgan meets a 
female nemesis worse than Deimos! 
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FY | DAWN, TOO FRIGHTENED 
, 70 GO TO THE BATHROOM 
DESPITE THE PRESSURE 
}| (NV JHEIR BLADDERS. 


AND OUT IN THE SWAMP 
(E MONSTER RAGED, AND 


TTT 


Alan, Stan, and Alfredo, 

SWAMP THING #45, “Ghost Dance,” 
was an excelient piece of work, another 
fine chapter in the “American Gothic” 
saga. It added another layer to the 
Current series, simultaneously building 
suspense for the upcoming climax and 
increasing the overall sense of the 
underlying decadence of America. 

1 am most impressed by the unified, 
focused vision that Alan is bringing to 
“American Gothic.” Every new chapter 
revolves around the same central 
theme, the same world-view. Each 
chapter is like a fable, personifying and 
amplifying certain elements of 
American society, using graphic fic- 


tional horror to emphasize the horror of - 


reality. First, the Rosewood vampires 
showed the failure of contemporary 
society to maintain the values of the 
family; then, the female werewolf of 
“The Curse” dramatized the persecu- 
tion of women; the zombies of “Strange 
Fruit” brought out the bigotry and dis- 
crimination against biacks; the bogey- 
man exemplified the casual, inhuman 
attitude of society toward violence; and 
“Ghost Dance” shows the incredible 
@mount of death and horror resulting 
from the open use of guns in this 
country. Taken together, these pieces 
form a powerful examination, possibly a 
condemnation, of modern America. 

“Ghost Dance” was, of course, very 
well written. The idea of the huge, 
bizarre house was based on similar 
Structures which have actually been 
built, and provided a suitably strange 
and supernatural arena for the events of 
the story. The house is a monument to 
the death and violence which helped to 
create America, the death and violence 
resulting from a single type of gun; 
imagine how huge a house would need 
to be to contain the victims of other 
types of guns, or all of them. The ghosts 
and spirits are not the truly frightening 
element of this story and house—it is 
the senseless slaughter upon which our 
country is based, the massive callous 
mechanism which created the ghosts in 
the first place. 

The structure of the story was un- 
usual, since Swamp Thing didn’t appear 
until page 13. However, it worked well, 
increasing. the level of suspense and 
emphasizing the theme, instead of the 
acters were not very deep, and none of 


Structs used to sustain the action. A lot 
of characterization was not necessary, 


though, and would have taken away 
from the rest of the story. 

| liked the repetition of “the sound of 
the hammers must never stop.” itwasa 
nice effect which helped to unify the 
story and emphasize the theme. The 
descriptive narration was also vivid and 
eloquent, and set the mood darkly. | also 
liked the “summoning” of Swamp Thing 
through knocking on wood. This knock- 
ing, together with the many other 
references to banging sounds similer to 
the firing of a gun—the pounding of a 
nail, the hoofbeats ef buffalo, Swamp 
Thing pounding on the table—created 
another unifying effect, a cadence 
which ran through the story like a 
killer's soundtrack. 

The story was obviously an anti-gun 
Statement. Many people, | am sure, will 
be upset by it, either because they don’t 
agree with Alan‘s position, or because 
they don’t feel such social and political 
Statements belong in comics. | such 
statements do belong in comics, espe- 
cially if they are handled as well as those 
of Mr. Moore. They add an extra, phito- 
sophical level to graphic work which is 
similar to the depth of a good novel. 1 
really enjoy stories that | “say some- 
thing,” instead of dull-witted action 
tales with nothing below the surface 
morals. A story like “Ghost Dance” 
makes @ controversial statement about 
an important issue, and, whether you 
agree or not, it forces you to think. 

The only point where | feel Alan laid it 
ona little too thick was when he showed 
the “tide of dead rabbits.” Showing the 
Cute little bunnies who were calously 
murdered was just a little too much, and 
really didn't help to support the theme; it 
was just not necessary. 

As for me, | agree with Alen that guns 
have produced far too much bloodshed 
and death in America, and the world. | 
am also disgusted by the Indian 
massacres we used to build our country, 
and the ridiculous, open violence of the 
romanticized Old West. | feel guns 
should not be readily availabte to every- 
one, and should not be sold in sporting 
goods stores. 

However, | don't think they are the 
root of crime, murder, and violence in 
our society. By outlawing or eliminat- 
ing guns, | really don’t believe we would 
prevent all the senseless violence. The 
problems of our society are much 
deeper, and until they are solved (if 
ever), guns and violence will always be 
around. Hatred, lust, jealousy, insanity, 
greed—these are what pull triggers, not 


OC Comics inc. 
686 Fitth Avenue 
ew York, NY 10103 


Terri Cunningham, Mor.-Editorial Admin. 
Pat Bastienne, Mgr.-Editorial Coordinator 
Bob Rozakis, Production Manager” 


guns themselves. These are the 
elements of human imperfection which 
will always find expression in 
violence—if not with guns, then with 
clubs, knives, and fists. 

More should definitely be done to 
curtail the availability of guns. At the 
same time, we need to realize that gun 
control is not the answer to the vielence 
and crime.in society. 


spare time. Am | close oram| just hope~ 
lessly deluding myselt? Either way, keep 


points you brought up. 


plot—and then the Swamp Thing shew- 
ed up. 

First of all, he didn't seem tobe drawn 
right. Instead of being the awe-inspir- 
ing, solemn Earth elemental that he is, 
he looked like just some muscle-bound 
plant or third-rate alien. 

| could deal with that, so | kept read- 
ing. Eventually | read those magic werds 
“| know what | must do.” The last time t 
heard that | saw Swampy merge withan 
entire countryside to defeat the vem- 
pires, so | was prepared for a shocker of 
Alan Moore proportions. 

But what do | get? The Swamp Thing 
pounds on a table, attracting a mansion- 


could have done that. 


book left me as thrilled as if ithadended 
with “then he woke up.” 

ST #45 was fine as a chapter in the 
saga of the Swamp Thing, but it just 
wesn’‘t up to Alan Moore's level. 

Jeff Cross, avid fen 
10 Plymouth De. 
Barrinton, Ri 02806 


Yeur points are weil taken, Jeff, but 
don't bet your life on your ability to 
pound on a table and elicit thtongs of 
ghests. Unless, you happen to lead a 
double life as a wood élemental that we 
don’t know about? 


sen ee 


Swamp Persons, 

1 don't suppose Alan Moore has been 
watching “Ripley's Believe it Or Not” 
over there in England, has he? 

Recently, co-host Marie Osmond did 

, & piece on the show about the wife of a 
gun-manufacturer by the name of Win- 
chester. And though your story was 
based on the life of one of the fictional 
“Cambridge” family members, I'm 
positive it was actually based on the life 
of‘ Mrs. Winchester. 

You see, actual history tells us that 
Mrs. Winchester began having night- 
marés after her husband's: death in 
which the ghosts of all who'had been 

| killed by one: of his. rifles gave her 
ingtructions on how to build her house. 
Doors opening to brick walls and air, 
Stairways to. ceilings, and narrowing 
corridors were just a few of the. unusual 
features the plagued woman instructed 
builders to\construct. And she hadthem 
build and build, right up until theday she 
died. Even the pin-up pictoral of the 
“Cambridge” house on page four looks 
ominously like the Winchester mansion 
whieh still stands in. perfect condition 
today, a monument to the visions of a 
deranged woman (or was she). What say 


. And adding to the overall eeriness of 
the Story was the reference tothe Shub- 
Niggurath spawn on page 21, panel 1. 
‘ Only thing, Idon't see how the guy could 
get ‘Swamp Thing mixed up with ‘the 
' Spawn.'! thought they were supposed to 
resemble trees? Oh, well, 
- 4 wouldn't mind seeing Lovecraft 
Cthulu lore worked into longer story 
lines... 
Sincerely, 
Michael Floyd’ 
Route 12, Box 142 
Spartanburg, SC 29302 
“Yes, you're right about “Ghostdance” 
being based: on the Winchester estate 
focated in;San Jose, CA, Michael. The 
mansion was abandoned and van- 
dalized after the “eccentric” Mrs. Win- 
chester died, but thanks to the historical 
landmark branch of the state of Califor- 
nia, the restored house is a popular 
tourist attraction. The repetitive ines in 
the story “the sound of the hammers 
must never stop” rung true throughout 
the estate when the widow Winchester 
was alive. As you stated, she wes 
obsessed with ghosts and followed their 
explicit orders. Legend has it that the 
good ghosts instructed Mrs. Win- 
chester that the only wayto keep the bad 
ghosts from haunting her (they sought 
vevenge for her husband's gun produc- 
tion). was to bother them with constant 
hammering and banging., (The .bad 
ts detested noise.) Thus, 24hoursa 
day, 365 days a year, some.carpenter 
was. either building a winding staircase 
to ‘nowhere or another countiess room 


in this bizarre estate. And you thought 
you had problems! 


aneee 


Dear Karen, 

Alan Moore's SWAMP THING should 
be subtitied “Fairy Tales for Adults” 
instead of “Sophisticated Suspense.” 
Each month as | sit down to read this 
title | never really know what to expect. | 
do know, however, that it is always a 
tale that I will not soon forget. “Ghost 
Dance” from SWAMP THING #45 began 


on a typically weird note. At first we are. 


introduced to.a‘scene that was probably 
the norm in many saloons.across the old 
west. One gambler thinks that the other 
is cheating and:a gunfight soon breaks 
out. But Wait @ minute. One of the gam- 

blers.guddenty had the entire top portion 
of his- héadvblown off and he is stil! 
standing up and returning fire. Bit by bit 
the twe gunmen are blowing each other 
@way, but no matter how many times 
they‘ shoot each other, neither one of 
them is allowed to die. Like | said, weird. 
Next we: are introduced to two young 


married couples who are going on what | 


they think will be a typical jaunt through 
@ supposedly haunted house. It is these 


two ‘seemingly unrelated. events that. 


make for a very scary story:indeed. - 
As with most of Moore’s work in this 
comic, this tale had a very strong moral. 
In fact, this time ‘around there were two 
morats. The first was 4 very blatant spot- 
fight on the belief in gun control. And 
while this made a very interesting and 
entertaining story, | personally. am very 
Much against this point of view. 
American citizens are guaranteed. the 
right to bare and keep firearms under 
the-US Constitution, and | firmly believe 
that stronger penalties for committing 
capital crimes is a very logical alterna- 
tive to taking away what few rights we 
‘still retain. The other moralof this story 
was simply that adultery is wrong. | do 
agree with this, but most of us already 
get enough of this on the soaps: In clos- 
ing |. would like to say that | ‘really did 
enjoy the horror aspects ‘of this story, 
but | would like. to see more of the 
Swamp Thing himself) Mr.Moore did 
such & masterful job° in completely 
revamping Swampy’s origin.and it is his 


Bill D. Middieton 
1010 Connelly 
Clovis, NM:88101 


Dear Karen, 

A few words about SWAMP THING 
#45: 

This issue was a bit of a lull. twas still 
light-years ahead of the average tripe 
put out nowadays by others, but Alan, 
I've come to expect better from you. 

Maybe it's just’ that last issue was 
such a peak that nothing couldipossibly 
follow it; or maybe it was just one’of 
Alan‘s lesser days. 

{have to admit | didn’t quite under- 
stand why Swaempy’s pounding incited 


all those lost spirits to immolate them-' 


seives, but at least he was able to help 
them to some sort of peace, a spiritual 


cleansing (a “baptism” by “spirituat” 
fire?). This kind of insight (““Iknow what! 
must do...) has become a part. of 
Swampy’s character lately, but let's see 
how he arrives at these conclusions. 

Artwise, | enjoyed Stan Woch’s debut 
on this title a few months back, but this 
time out, the art just missed. | think it 
was the inks. Stan's and Alfredo’s 
Swampy just didn’t look rightto me. f 
look forward to seeing more of each 
gentlemen's work (especially Stan’s), 
but, guys; try other partners. 

As always, a tip of the muck- 


,, encrusted. cap. to the wonderfully 


talented Tatjana Wood (there IS no other 
S.T. colorist), and John Costanza (keep it 
up, John, you're now number three on 
my list of all-time great letterers). 

Alan, now for a few jarani Tl 
gestions: 

Is Alec (he said! could call Airothatien 
earth elemental, a plant elemental, a 
wood elemental, or all of the above? I’m 
hoping next issue will give the defini- 


‘tive answer, but if not... 


\Dépeniiing ‘on the answer tothe 
above, could’ Alec form a body’ out of 
stone? lava? mud? any organic matterat 
all? (i.e, fungus, algae)? 

‘What! destroyed’ all’ the previous 
swamp things? My guessis it’ sthe same 
thing that’s at the heart of the American 


* Gothic tale. 


Alan, overall, a subpar effort, but 
you're still leading the pack by a mile, 
and pulling away. 

Keep it up, and you'll keep me up ... 
nights. 

Joe Diliberto 
31E Colonial Park 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
Swamp Thing is an. earth elemen- 
tal/spirit, as in planet Earth, Joe. There- 
fore, Swampy’s status encompasses all 
the organic makings of the planet. like 
mud, trees, flowers, dirt, etc. And yes, 
Swampy’'s consciousness can sink itself 
into any organic form and his body will 
regrow in that particular matter. As we 
saw in “The Parliament. of Trees,” old 
Swamp Things don’t die, they just per- 
manently take root in the aforemen- 
tioned forest hidden from the world. 


eanee 


NEXT: Swamp Thing arrives in Gotham, 
and his search for Abby begins! See you 
then—Karen 
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